[Surgically successful treatment of pleural empyema with multiple bronchial fistulae--a case report].
A 62-year-old man who had undergone left lingual segmentectomy for pulmonary tuberculosis developed left chronic localized pleural empyema with multiple bronchial fistulae in the region of surgical gauze left in the thoracic cavity. We surgically removed the gauze and fenestrated the empyema. After disinfection of the region of suppuration, small fistulae which were less than 2 mm in diameter were closed by fibrin-glue-packing and consolidation of the orifices using 40% silver nitrate solution. Two and one-half months later a second operation was performed. Residual large fistulae were closed by fibrin-glue-packing and suturing of their orifices, and the empyema space was then obliterated by muscle flap plombage. The patient's postoperative course was good and the empyema was completely cured with this treatment.